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ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



NOV. AND DEC, 1850. 



PEACE CONGRESSES. 

The experiment of International Congresses to promote the cause of 
peace, has now been continued for seven years, during which time, four 
have been held in Europe, the good results of which, both present and 
prospective, may be seen in a variety of particulars like the following : — 

1. In promoting friendly intercourse between different countries, an in- 
terchange of respect and courtesy, of views and sympathies, all tending 
to soften international prejudices, to increase aversion to war, and bind na- 
tions together in the bonds of a common brotherhood, 

2. In bringing more especially the friends of peace into a much better 
acquaintance with each other, not merely as men, but mainly as co-work- 
ers in a great common cause. They have met face to face, freely inter- 
changed views, and thus come to understand each other far better than 
they could have done in any other way. An. important step towards a 
more efficient co-operation. 

3. In calling forth a large amount of peace sentiment that was before 
latent and inactive. We now see how widely the leaven of our general 
views has spread, and how many more persons than we suspected, are in 
sympathy with our cause, and ready to indorse its leading object and 
measures. 

4. In defining more exactly ihe grand and sole aim of our enterprise, — 
the abolition of war, the custom of nations settling their disputes by the 
sword. This singleness of purpose is seen in all the debates and resolu- 
tions of every Congress that has been held. 

5. In concentrating the public mind, and the attention of our cc-workers, 
not only upon our precise object, but upon the simple and feasible measures 
we propose for its accomplishment ; measures not new in principle, but as 
old as civil government, level to the comprehension of all men, and com- 
mending themselves strongly to their common sense. 

6. In getting the eye and ear of the world to the claims of this cause ; 
a point indispensable to success, and far more fully gained by these Con- 
gresses, than by all our efforts for a quarter of a century before. 
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7. In bringing the peace-men and the war-men of Christendom fully 
to an issue ; the friends and the enemies;, the supporters and the opponents, 
of its present wai-system, into direct, open, avowed conflict, not upon bar- 
ren abstractions, but upon plain, practical realities ; upon the questions, 
whether this system shall be continued, or superseded ; whether na- 
tions shall still employ the worse than brutal logic of lead and steel, or law 
and reason and Christian principle, for the settlement of their disputes. 
On the issue thus fairly presented, we find far more on oar side than the 
world had supposed. 

8. In thus launching upon all Christendom the discussion of the peace 
question as one of the grand issues or problems of the age. The general 
mind cannot now help looking at this subject ; and due consideration of it 
must, sooner or later, insure all we want. We have set the world to 
thinking and talking, to writing and publishing on the question of peace, 
tenfold more than they did fifty or twenty years ago: and this process, if 
continued long enough, will of itself work oat, under God, the glorious re- 
sults we seek. 

9. In enlisting for our cause not a few very important agencies and 
influences that were before either opposed, or indifferent and inactive. 

10. In getting men of every creed in religion, and every party in poli- 
tics, from different and widely distant countries, republicans and mon- 
archists, Catholics and Protestants, philosophers and statesmen, men of 
business, and men of science and letters, to agree with perfect unanimity 
upon a set of principles and measures, sufficient, if once carried into 
effect, to prevent all war, and uproot forever the whole war-system. Here 
is a very significant and most hopeful fact, itself alone worth all the time, 
and money, and effort which these successive Congresses have cost. 



FOURTH PEACE CONGRESS, 

AT FRANKFORT, GERMANY. 

Our readers already know the general facts respecting this Congress; 
but, as our periodical is designed to be a record of whatever is done for the 
cause of peace, and as this demonstration in its behalf is deemed decided- 
ly successful by those who witnessed it, we shall chronicle its leading de- 
tails, as important for future reference, and likely to interest our friends. 
We very much regret our inability to give the debates of the Congress in a 
fuller, more life-like form ; but we shall do the best we can with the com- 
paratively meagre, though doubtless accurate report we have received. 

Call of the Congress. — The Congress at Paris in August of 1849, having 
voted to hold another the present year in Germany, referred all the requi- 
site preliminaries to the Peace Congress Committee in London, composed 
of the leading members of the London Peace Society. This Committee 



